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Introduction
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A
child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A
secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right and it provides the
foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.”
-“Early Years Foundation Stage Profile”
Department for Children, Schools and Families
2012
Principles The EYFS is based upon four principles:
· A unique child. We recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways
and at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by
feedback from others; we use praise and encouragement as well as celebration to
encourage and develop a positive attitude to learning.
· Positive relationships. We recognise that children learn to be strong and independent
from secure relationships and aim to develop caring, respectful and professional
relationships with the children and their families.
· Enabling environments. We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting
and extending the children’s development. Through observations we assess the children’s
interests, stages of development and learning needs before planning challenging and
achievable activities and experiences to extend their learning.
· Learning and development. The children develop and learn in different ways and at different
rates and we ensure we meet the needs of all the children in early years, including children with
special educational needs and disabilities.

Principles into practice
As part of our practice we:




Provide a balanced curriculum, based on the EYFS, across the seven areas of learning,
using play as the vehicle for learning
Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. We provide early
intervention for those children who require additional support
Work in partnership with parents and within the wider context



Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by
observation and assessment



Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated and
child-initiated, supported by the adult



Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out

EYFS AREAS OF LEARNING
The Early Years Foundation Stage is a curriculum from birth to five years old, we follow the
strands set by this curriculum and concentrate the learning opportunities on the seven areas
of learning (3 Prime and 4 Specific) which are;
1. Personal Social and Emotional Development
2. Communication and Language
3. Physical Development
4. Literacy
5. Mathematics
6. Understanding of the World
7. Expressive Arts and Design
None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally
important and depend on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led
and child initiated activities. Through play and practical experiences children learn about the
world and their place in it. They learn through first hand experiences, talk, books and
equipment. We set realistic yet challenging expectations that meet the needs of our
children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with
special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children
from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from
diverse linguistic backgrounds.
PERSONAL. SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
The school fosters and develops relationships between home, school, children’s centres and
places of worship in order to make links stronger for the good of the community as a whole.
Children are encouraged to learn to work, share, take turns and co-operate with others.
They are encouraged to be independent and make choices for themselves. They are also
encouraged to be sensitive to the needs of others and to respect other cultures and beliefs.
Children are enabled to become confident and develop a positive self-image.
COMMUNICATION and LANGUAGE
This covers all aspects of language development and provides the foundation for literacy
skills. Children’s developing competence in speaking and listening is focused on. We aim to
extend and enrich the children’s vocabulary through story time, rhymes, role-play and group
discussions. Children are encouraged to share their own experiences through speaking and
acting out events in imaginative play and talking about their own ideas. They are
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encouraged to take part in class activities such as working with puppets, participating in
music sessions and saying rhymes and singing songs together.
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Children are given opportunities to move to music, use equipment, develop and practice
their fine and gross motor skills. They develop an increasing understanding of how their
body works and what is needed to be healthy. This is done both indoors and outdoors and
by working with a wide range of resources.
LITERACY
We have a variety of resources for the children to use to help them develop early literacy
skills. Children are encouraged to use the mark-making areas indoors and outdoors
independently but they also take part in teacher-led activities. These activities include whole
class shared reading, phonics sessions and small group guided reading and writing. The prewriting work encourages correct pencil control, left/right orientation and cursive letter
formation. Children have the opportunity to develop their writing skills in accordance with
their age, ability and competence. We encourage children to treat books and other
resources with respect and they are given many opportunities to listen to stories told by the
staff.
MATHEMATICS
We aim for children to achieve mathematical understanding and a firm foundation for
numeracy through practical activities and using and understanding language in the
development of simple mathematical ideas. Pre-number work is covered through nursery
rhymes and number activities. Children are given the opportunity to learn about number,
shape, space, position, pattern and measurement. Towards the end of the Foundation stage
children start learning to tell the time and are given opportunities to learn about money and
simple calculations.
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
All children are given opportunities to solve problems, investigate, make decisions and
experiment. They will learn about living things, their environment, the world around them
and the people who are important in their lives. Children are also given opportunities to
develop computing skills and to work with and use modern technology.
EXPRESSIVE ARTS and DESIGN
We provide opportunities for all children to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and
feelings through a variety of art, design, technology, music, drama, movement, dance and
imaginative play activities. Children are given opportunities to make paintings, drawings,
collages, models and use basic musical instruments. Children also learn new songs and
rhymes and enjoy singing them with each other. Colour recognition is taught, naming
colours, mixing paints, sorting and matching. Through various times during the year children
are given the opportunity to participate in school productions and assemblies.
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The Induction Process
During the Summer Term prior to starting school the following September the following
visits are conducted:



Reception class teacher will visit pre-school settings from which September’s intake
will be taken.
Each child and their parents and carers will be invited to spend some time at Cabot
Primary School in order to familiarise themselves with both the staff and the
foundation stage environment.

When children join the school in September a 3 week induction period takes place:



The class teacher will visit each child in their home environment in the first two
weeks of the term.
The children will be split into two groups:
- Group 1 will attend all day Monday and Tuesday
- Group 2 will attend all day Wednesday and Thursday
- Group 1 and 2 will attend all day Friday.
- During the fourth week and thereafter, children will attend for the full school day
unless class teacher and parents or guardians agree that it is not in the best
interests of an individual child.

Observation and Assessment
As part of our daily practice we observe and assess children’s development and learning to
inform our future plans. We record our observations in a variety of ways. Everyone is
encouraged to contribute and discussions take place. Significant observations of children’s
achievements are collated in their own personal learning journey, which are shared with
parents.
Within the final term, we provide the parent’s with a report based on their child's
development against each of the Early Learning Goals and the characteristics of their
learning. The parents are then given the opportunity to discuss these judgements with the
teacher in preparation for Year 1.

The Learning Environment
The EYFS classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely.
There are areas where the children can be active or take things more quietly. The classroom
covers all learning areas, where children are able to find and located equipment and
resources independently. The EYFS class has its own large enclosed outdoor area. This has a
positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing
things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It offers the children the
ability to explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant. We plan
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activities and resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children to develop
in all areas of learning. We ensure that activities are planned to suit the needs of all the
children including children with SEN and the summer born children.

Inclusion
We value all our children as individuals at Cabot, irrespective of their ethnicity, culture,
religion, home language, background, ability or gender. We plan a curriculum that meet the
needs of the individual child and support them at their own pace so that most of our
children achieve and even exceed the Early Learning Goals. We strongly believe that early
identification of children with additional needs is crucial in enabling us to give the child the
support that they need and in doing so, work closely with parents and outside agencies. See
our schools SEND policy
Parents as Partners and the Wider community
We strive to create and maintain partnership with parents and carers as we recognise that
together, we can have a significant impact on a child’s learning. We welcome and actively
encourage parents to participate confidently in their child’s education and care in numerous
ways.
Working with other services and organisations is integral to our practice in order to meet
the needs of our children. At times we may need to share information with other
professionals to provide the best support possible.
We draw on our links with the community to enrich children’s experiences by taking them
on outings and inviting members of the community into our setting.
Transitions
Transitions are carefully planned for and time given to ensure continuity of learning. At any
transition, we acknowledge the child’s needs and establish effective partnerships with those
involved with the child and other settings, including nurseries and childminders. Children
attend introductory sessions to Nursery/KG to develop familiarity with the setting and
practitioners. They receive a small booklet containing photos of the school.
In the final term, the Year 1 teacher will meet with the Reception class teacher and discuss
each child's development against the Early Learning Goals in order to support a smooth
transition to Year 1. This discussion helps the Year 1 teacher to plan an effective, responsive
and appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of all children.
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